How to…. Organise a street collection

A flag day or street collection is a traditional way of raising money for many organisations.

Research the location to decide if it’s worth it

Before you decide whether to have a street collection, visit the location on the day of the week you would collect and ask the following questions – 

How many other charities or campaign organisations have stalls present?  Are they allowed to be in that location?  Some local authorities are better at enforcing restrictions than others.

Are agency charity staff present getting people to sign up for direct debit?

How many big issue collectors can you see?

Finally, do you have a large enough group of collectors to make the exercise worth it?

Often you may decide other activities are better at raising awareness and income than street collections.

Regulations

You need to apply to the licensing section of your local authority. Most Street Collections are stationary except when they are in connection with a Carnival, when many local authorities allow ‘along the route only’ collections.  Most impose a minimum age of 16 and some have other rules like the distance apart from each other, the behaviour of collectors, etc. All collecting vessels must be securely sealed and have the name of the organisation on them.  All collectors need authority letter or badge.  No payment can be made to collectors and there are limits on the maximum percentage spent on expenses.

Collectors?

Collectors should be polite, stick to the local authority regulations and remain cheerful.  You can use 6th formers or other students and offer certificates back.

Reporting back

Usually you will have to report back to the council within a set period of time how much was collected and how much went to the charity.  Sometimes this has to be signed by an accountant.  Some require a statement to be sent to a local newspaper.  Above all, be polite, stick to the rules and build a relationship with the licensing department and your collectors who you will need for other collections.
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