How to…. Hold a quiz night

A quiz night can be a valuable way to generate income and awareness for your cause.

Venue

The venue should be for free as they will make a considerable sum of money on bar takings if you organise the event right.  Aim for Tuesday or Wednesday night as bringing people out for a good night on these days is far more likely to help with a free venue.  Council civic centre locations and function rooms at pubs and hotels have been used successfully for such activities.

Theme and marketing

You need your quiz to stand out from the run-of-the-mill pub quizzes.  Begin with a name such as a Quiz Spectacular.  Consider whether to have a local radio DJ as the host… this will usually cost around £50-100 but can be well worth it.  Have special elements to it.  Have a flexible team size of between 4 and 8 so any size of group of above 4 people can be split into a team or teams.  Theme the quiz rounds, possibly the whole quiz e.g. Halloween Quiz.  Avoid a sports round as this always gets groans.  Rounds like science and nature, places, people etc are all fine.  Keep the questions very easy in the earlier rounds so every team is in with a  chance.  Use sound clips and picture rounds to enhance the experience.

Recruiting participants

Firstly, map everyone your organisation knows.  They will be the first people to approach.  Ask each of them to bring a team.  Promise them an entertaining night.  Make sure you live up to the promise.  Look at what companies with large workforces are located near the venue – send posters and call their sports and social clubs.  Use your media contacts and ask the DJ to plug it on air.  Feature it prominently on your website.

Making money

The entry fee can be one way to make money.  Consider giving people a choice of an entry fee OR gathering sponsorship from family and friends.  Whilst it isn’t the most exciting thing to sponsor, it can still do many times better than a conventional entry fee.  Have a SNOWBALL question after you have given the winners trophy out.  People pay 50p or £1 and can buy a coloured slip of paper to submit an answer.  They can buy as many as they like and the question is a nearest the bull type answer e.g. how high in feet is the Eiffel Tower.  Whoever is nearest wins half the money.  

Thank everyone and issue everyone with a certificate who gets sponsored.  Keep them in touch for future events.
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