How to…. Piggyback existing major events

There are many events organised by professional companies where a local charity can generate funds.

London Marathon & Great North Run

These are the 2 biggest and most over-subscribed races in the UK.  You will not be able to get places in the former and could go on the waiting list to buy places in the latter.  However, there is nothing to prevent you encouraging your supporters to enter the lottery for places and to support you if they are lucky.

Other races

There are many other races it is easy for people to get places in.  These include the Paris Marathon where travel and accommodation are affordable too, and the Great South Run which is gaining in popularity.   

You can also look at local races and events and consider if you could be their official charity of the year… there are many websites listing events across the UK with contact details in many cases.

Overseas challenge events

There are a number of organisers of such events.  More of them are offering open challenges where a number of people from different organisations can take part and where the financial risk to each organisation is removed.  

See http://www.companysolutions.biz/content/suppliers for some of the main providers.  Always make sure if a supporter doesn’t meet their minimum requirements that it is not the charity who is responsible but the individual supporter.
Other events 

With any event you discover of any nature, consider if you could add a useful charitable element for the event organiser.  This can range from local fun runs to science fiction conventions.  Many events are run on a non-profit making basis and choose a charity or charities to benefit from any profits the events make.  

Build a relationship with the event organiser to enthuse them about the worthiness of your cause and take an active interest in the event concerned… promote it to your service users and supporters if relevant.  

Active two-way relationships build the best long-term support for your cause.
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