How to…. Think of new ways to get sponsorship

The traditional sponsor form is one way to maximise income from people undertaking some activity for you.  However there are other ways a person can gain a small amount of support from a lot of people.

Time betting sheets

If the sponsored activity is a race or some form of timed activity, you can use a time sheet instead of or as well as the traditional sponsor form.  Look at the range of times that event participants typically have and prepare a sheet for your supporting participants to use.  This sheet should start with a statement along the following lines.  For example… 

TIME BETTING SHEET

I,______________________, am running the Great North Run for Farplace Animal Rescue. If you would like to guess the time I will complete the race, please place your guess below for £___ a guess.  Whoever is nearest will win ____________________ and there is no limit on how many times you can bet.  I will keep you informed as my training progresses.  

In this way, many people place more than one bet as time goes on.  Please note as this is a game of skill, Gift Aid cannot be reclaimed from this income.  It should be used as an addition to the sponsor form, not a replacement for it.  It helps participants return to previous sponsors with something different to offer them.
Name the…

Create some name games to give to participants in events.  A name game is another tool they can take to their family and friends.  The sheet can work in 2 ways.  Either you provide a prize such as a teddy bear or you ask them to use some of the proceeds from the game as the prize.    

Your sheet has 50 to 100 name boxes with different names.  People pay £1 per name and a random name is provided in a sealed envelope to the organiser to open when they have filled the sheet.

To view and print a sample name game to give you an idea, visit http://www.companysolutions.biz/media/documents/Sample_Name_Game.pdf
- you need to register to view this and other documents but registration is free.
Posters

Poster versions of sponsor forms can be used on corporate notice boards so that people can sponsor a colleague – these can be sent round to different offices.  They can be themed for the event, e.g. 26 spaces for the 26 miles of a marathon.
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