How to…. Make the most of sponsored activities

Introduction

Getting people to do sponsored events for you is a good move.  It taps into their network of family and friends to bring good results.

Lots of things can be sponsored… from a walk to a diet, darts marathon to a marathon.  Be sure you have carried out a risk assessment of any activities and have spoken to your insurance company if there is any risk involved.  

Check there are no legal licensing requirements.

The Sponsor Form

It should include name, address, amount or amount per unit such as a mile and possibly maximum amount.  You can add a gift aid declaration for sponsors so you can reclaim gift aid from sponsors.  Your registered status and other information can be included.

You might like to include a tick box for people to request further information about your cause.

Make sure the first page of the sponsor form has a high number of spaces for sponsors on it – participants will feel they should at least fill the first side.

Put a declaration on it that people can copy the sponsor form if they need more copies, but send at least 3 copies anyway to all participants.

Prompting higher sponsorship

Encourage all supporters who are getting sponsored to make sure they ask the person they think will be the most generous to be the first sponsor.  You could always include a printed sponsor Mr A Sample and make the amount a generous one to have this effect.

Good sponsor forms also include a shopping list of what sponsorship will enable your cause to do and this can encourage people to sponsor at a higher level.

Online sponsorship options

There are a number of companies who offer online equivalents for contacts of participants to ask people they do not come into physical contact with.  These are useful but participants should be encouraged to only use them for people who do not see them in person as you lose a small percentage in charges.  Avoid those with a monthly fee such as JustGiving and opt for providers like www.bmycharity.com who offer a comparable service without a monthly fee.
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