Notes from Somerset Fundraisers’ Group Review/Planning meeting held on 23rd January 2008 at Somerset Association for the Blind (SAB)
Present: Rick Szur (Somerset Wildlife Trust), Sue Holmes (In Touch), Paula Blight (SWEDA), Neil Howe (SAB), Steve Johnson (Albemarle Centre), Angela Kerr (ViSTA), Lindy Booth (SFG Co-ordinator)

Thanks for all the apologies!
As you can imagine, there was a great deal of discussion about how the group should move forward. The following points were agreed as a result:

· Time is limited for everyone so the group needs to remain simple while being relevant to the needs of a wide range of fundraisers in Somerset – particularly the ‘lone’ ones - especially as there is little funding advice available in the county at the moment. (Also agreed later in meeting that it would be helpful to work as closely with SOMFAWN – Somerset’s Funding Advice Network – as we can.)
· 100% Somerset should go ahead again this year and it’s hoped that more people will join in. Agreed that we will take on a suitable consultant event organiser if we can find someone suitable and with whom we can come to a good agreement (Lindy to look into). As well as the Wellington 1O, other suggestions included a firewalk and possible sponsored walk in Langport.

· ViSTA will remain the host organisation for SFG and Lindy will stay as Co-ordinator. She and Angela will agree a small amount of hours that can be funded by membership until more money can be raised by 100% Somerset. Lindy (and everyone else please!) to think of any other organisation/business that would be willing to sponsor SFG in a small way.
· Agreed to keep meetings quarterly - they will continue to be held at venues of member organisations.
· Also, ViSTA is organising three employer engagement events during March/April and it was suggested that SFG could partially join in with these in Taunton, Bridgwater and Shepton Mallet. Please let Lindy know of any good speakers (broadly fundraising) we could invite. More news on soon!
· Membership fees to remain the same for the coming year, as last. (£35 per organisation with over £100,000 income per annum; £15 per organisation  with under £100,000 income per annum, and individuals not representing any particular organization)
· Any existing members who can sign up new members during April will get half price membership!
· Lindy will also ‘revamp’ the SFG leaflet as it was agreed that we need to be promoting the group more widely. It was agreed to keep Terms of Reference the same.

· We have agreed to have a small steering group to guide, inform the support the work of SFG. This won’t take up much time and short meetings will be held alongside main group meeting. So far, Paula Blight, Steve Johnson and Angela Kerr have volunteered themselves. Would anyone else like to put themselves forward please?!!

· Future SFG meetings (as well as the events planned for March/April) are Wednesday 11th June in Street, Tuesday 16th Sept at the Albemarle Centre in Taunton and Thursday 4th December.
· Lindy to start sending funding and other relevant information around to members again as soon as the technology can be sorted out with ViSTA to do this remotely. In the short-term, please contact Lindy, if needed, on 07866 943578.
