Main Grants Fund - Wiltshire and Swindon

Application Deadline: 06 August 2010
Financial assistance is available to voluntary and community groups for projects that make a difference in the lives of disadvantaged people in Wiltshire and Swindon.

Maximum Value:  £ 10,000
Grants can be awarded for either:

£3,000 per year for up to three years (£9,000 overall) or
£5,000 per year for up to two years (£10,000 overall).

The Main Grants programme is provided and administered by the Community Foundation for Wiltshire and Swindon. Funding is intended to support local voluntary and community groups that are working with disadvantaged people in Wiltshire and Swindon.

In particular, the Main Grants Programme is keen to fund work in the following areas:

Supporting community care: working with service users.

Tackling isolation: working to improve access to services and information.

Investing in young people: focusing on the 12 - 25 age group.

Applications are due by 6 August 2010.
Decisions on Main Grants can take up to six months from the application deadline.

To be eligible, applicants must:

Be a not-for-profit group with charitable aims, working to benefit the people of Wiltshire and Swindon.

Have a constitution or set of rules.

Have a bank account in the group's name with at least two unrelated signatories (or another eligible organisation that will accept the grant on their behalf).

Involve the people that they are working for, as much as possible in making decisions about what the group does and how it does it.

Understand and work for equality of opportunity, in the way that is most appropriate to them.

Manage their volunteers and/or paid staff well.

Eligible projects must show how they will make a difference in the lives of disadvantaged people by addressing one or more of the following areas:

Supporting community care - projects working with users, carers, the disabled and the frail elderly.

Tackling isolation - projects looking at rural transport and services and working with those isolated through illness or for cultural reasons.

Investing in young people - concentrating on the 12 - 25 age group especially those experiencing difficulties over accommodation, addiction or behaviour problems.

Grants can be used for a wide range of project, core and ongoing costs.

The following are not eligible for funding:

Projects operating outside the county of Wiltshire.

Groups that duplicate what other groups are doing in Wiltshire and Swindon.

Large building projects.

Individuals.

Sponsored events.

General large appeals.

Advancement of religion.

Medical research and equipment.

Animal welfare.

Substitution of monies normally provided by the statutory sector.

Party political activities.

The Community Foundation for Wiltshire and Swindon, an independent charitable trust, raises funds so that it can support, in the form of grants, a wide range of charitable projects in Swindon and Wiltshire.

Potential applicants should fill in an Expression of Interest form which can be found on the Community Foundation for Wiltshire and Swindon website. Those who are eligible will be sent an application form with their own unique reference code

Contact a grants officer for further information.

Contact details:

Chan Chitroda 

Community Foundation For Wiltshire and Swindon 
48 New Park Street 
Devizes 
SN10 1DS 

Telephone:  01380 729284

Plain Action

End Date: 31 December 2013
Financial assistance is available to voluntary groups, parish councils, social enterprises and small businesses for projects that improve the lives of people working and living in the Salisbury Plain area.

Fund Value: £ 2,500,000
Maximum Value: £ 100,000

Minimum Value: £ 1,000

There are two levels of funding:

Main Grants of between £10,000 and £100,000. Most grants will be between £20,000 and £60,000. Up to 75% of projects costs.

Small Grants of between £1,000 and £10,000. Most grants will be between £2,000 and 5,000. Up to 75% of projects costs.

Plain Action is a rural development programme operated by a local action group in the Salisbury Plain area. Funding primarily comes from the European Union and Defra under the Rural Development Programme England 2007-13 and in part by Wiltshire Council.

The programme can provide capital and revenue grants to organisations which will help deliver the programme's objectives in three priority areas:

Skills and training.

Employment and business.

Community strengthening.

In addition, project must address the underlying themes of military civilian integration and sustainability.

The programme is available to a wide range of organisations, including: farmers and growers, other rural businesses, social enterprises, voluntary and community groups.

Projects must take place in the Salsbury Plain area and address one or more of the following objectives:

Skills and training - To maximise the skills, abilities, and opportunities of all those living and seeking work in the area, particularly in the context of the opportunities presented by the military establishment and the skills of those leaving it. Projects aiming to ease the transition from military to civilian employment. Projects specifically addressing needs of military dependent adults. Projects specifically aimed at young people aged 16 – 25 years. Projects generally enhancing existing or providing new vocational skills training.

Business and employment - To strengthen the long term economic performance of the area by supporting initiatives that nurture enterprise, cross sectors and remove barriers. Projects promoting tourism and related activities. Projects which promote local food production and consumption. Support for business, targeting those In the fields of food, tourism, environmental sustainability. Operated by Service leavers and Service dependants. Offering high value-added employment. Seeking to diversify from work in declining sectors. 

Strengthening communities - To work for cohesive, stable and sustainable communities throughout the area by addressing current imbalances and geographical and social isolation.  Projects which bring the civilian and military communities closer together and increase mutual understanding. Projects increasing access to essential services in rural communities. Projects encouraging strong sustainable and all-inclusive communities. 

Further details of the objectives are given in the Indicative list of potential activities and projects.

Grants can be used for both capital and revenue costs.

Applicants will be required to provide match funding of between 25% and 50%.

Funding is not available for statutory activities.

Potential applicants are encouraged to read through the information on the Plain Action website and then to contact the Plain Action Programme Manager or Programme Assistant to discuss their project.

For further information on how to obtain this funding opportunity locally, please contact the following:

John Dowsett 

Community First in Wiltshire and Swindon 
Wyndhams 
St Josephs Place 
Devizes 
SN10 1DD 

Telephone: 01380 722475 (ext 240)

Email Contact details:

Lesley Thomas 

Community First in Wiltshire and Swindon 
Wyndhams 
St Josephs Place 
Devizes 
SN10 1DD 

Telephone: 01380 722475 (ext 280)

Contact details:

Taryn George 

Community Foundation For Wiltshire and Swindon 
48 New Park Street 
Devizes 
Wiltshire 
SN10 1DS 
Telephone: 01380 729284
Young Persons Volunteering Fund
Application Deadline: 04 June 2010

Financial assistance is available to projects encouraging younger people aged between 14-25 to volunteer their free time to create or enhance facilities which can be utilised by the local community.
Maximum Value: £ 10,000
Grants of up to £10,000 are available.

The Young Person's Volunteering Fund, provided and administered by SITA, is designed to involve young people in community volunteering projects, encouraging them to develop and enhance facilities that will benefit the wider community.

The fund has been specifically designed to support projects that actively involve young people aged between 14 and 25 to gain experience of voluntary work, creating a project that can be enjoyed by the whole community.

Potential applicants should demonstrate their project complies with the 'nine principles of volunteering' as set out by the Youth Action Network, which are:

Youth Participation.

Benefiting Others.

Fun and Rewarding.

Flexibility.

Support.

Recognition.

Progression and Leadership.

Diverse and Inclusive.

Skills and Personal Development.

The deadlines for application are:

10am 04 June 2010.
10am 09 August 2010.
10am 11 October 2010.
Eligible projects must:
Be aimed specifically at young people aged specifically between 14 and 25.

Comprehensively demonstrate that young people will be fully involved in the designing and development stages of the project.

Fall within one of SITA's 90 funding zones. To check the eligibility of projects go to the SITA post-code checker
Must also comply with the rules of the Landfill Communities Fund (see guidance notes).

SITA can fund applications that wish to make improvements to any public amenities. These may include:

Historic buildings:

Place of worship.

Monuments.

Structures

Sport and recreation facilities:

Public Parks.

Sports fields and facilities.

Activity centres.

Cycle paths.

Sports Clubs.

Public playgrounds.

Public right of way and footpaths.

Bridle ways.

Country parks.

Skate parks.

Community facilities:

Museums.

Village greens.

Community halls.

Scout or guide huts.

Project costs will be considered.

Match funding is in place for this scheme and money must be sourced from a contributing third party. If applicants are applying for a grant of £10,000, then a contributing third party must raise £1,150.

To calculate how much match funding needs to be raised please visit the SITA funding website and use the fund calculator.
SITA cannot fund:

Provision of services only.

Profit making entities.

The purchase of any land.

Retrospective projects or projects that have already been started.

Projects that are on school or pre-school grounds where the potential facilities will benefit the school.

Those projects on allotments that will not offer a wider benefit to the community and general public.

Those projects that intend to improve public highways or street furniture.

Projects that focused on a car park.

Overhead or running costs.

Applications that have been previously rejected by SITA in the past 6 months.

Projects must take place within a year of the award date.
Projects may be submitted online
For further information on how to obtain this funding opportunity locally, please contact the following:

Enquiries 

SITA Trust 
The Barn 
Brinkmarsh Lane 
Falfield 
South Gloucestershire 
GL12 8PT 

Telephone: 01454 262910
